
Opinion in reference to the Regulation on conditions and manner of using funds for 

reimbursement of part of costs for mineral fertilizers for 2009 fall sowing season 

During 2009, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management published a public 

call for the submission of bids for a public procurement of 100,000 tonnes of mineral fertilizers, 

which will be offered via reimbursement program for 2009 sowing season, pursuant to the 

Regulation on conditions and manner of using funds for reimbursement of part of costs for 

mineral fertilizers for 2009 fall sowing season (Official Gazette of the RS, 50/2009 and 

91/2009). In accordance with requirements stipulated in the above-mentioned tender procedure, 

only producers of mineral fertilizers registered for production on the territory of the Republic of 

Serbia were qualified for participation. On the other hand, foreign producers and domestic 

import companies of mineral fertilizers were restricted from participating in the tender 

procedure. Pursuant to the aforementioned, the Commission believes that making a public call 

for only producers of mineral fertilizers from the Republic of Serbia disables participation of 

foreign producers, or respectively those licensed for distribution of their products in Serbia. Such 

requirement is discriminatory by its nature and represents a form of trade barrier, thus is contrary 

to the free competition policy and has a negative impact on the state of competition in the 

Republic of Serbia, in addition to being contrary to the international commitments of the 

Republic of Serbia. The Commission emphasizes that it is necessary to reexamine the said 

provisions of the regulation, so that indicated situation would not reoccur, while pointing that the 

Public Procurement Law (Official Gazette of the RS 116/2008) already sufficiently favors 

domestic bidders or producers. Any further favoring of their position when implementing tender 

and public call procedures would be contrary to the free competition policy implemented on the 

market of the Republic of Serbia.      

 

 


