
Opinion of the Commission for Protection of Competition on the Decision on setting the 

minimum price of theoretical and practical training of driver license candidates and on 

setting the minimum price of practical exam for acquiring driving license (“Official 

Gazette of the RS”, no. 105/12) 

Pursuant to Article 21(1/7) of the Law on Protection of Competition (“Official Gazette of 

the RS”, no. 51/09), with respect to the Decision enacted by the Government of the Republic of 

Serbia on setting the minimum price of theoretical and practical training of driver license 

candidates and on setting the minimum price of practical exam for acquiring driving license – the 

Commission for Protection of Competition points on the non-existence of clear justifiable 

explanations on setting the minimum (lowest) prices on this particular market. 

The Commission for Protection of Competition, whilst fully aware of its responsibilities 

and commitments entrusted by the Law on Protection of Competition, points that this decision is 

non-compliant with the Law or basic principles of the free market economy.  

The main objective of competition policy (set in Article 1 of the Law on Protection of 

Competition) is economic prosperity and well-being of the society, as well as the benefit of 

consumers. In accordance with the aforesaid, the Law prohibits all actions and acts that as their 

purpose or effect have or may have a significant restriction, distortion or prevention of 

competition. 

Implementation of herein mentioned decision enacted by the Government may have 

adverse consequences affecting competition on the market of the Republic of Serbia, since in 

effect, setting of minimum prices creates a climate enabling collusion between competitors, 

division of markets and elimination of mutual competitiveness, whereas investments in 

innovations and quality improvements are reduced to minimum or fully disappear.  

The minimum price policy may also cause elimination of price competitiveness, which 

will undoubtedly adversely affect the consumers – service users.    

The Commission has also presented its ad hoc opinion to the line Ministry of Foreign and 

Domestic Trade and Telecommunications in the official letter of October 30, 2012, referencing 

its position with respect to the related provisions laid down in the Law on Road Traffic Safety 

and the Law on Road Freight Transport. 

    

   


