
Opinion on the Law on Amendments to the Excise Tax Law (“Official Gazette of the RS”, 

no. 101/10)  

On January 14, 2011, the Commission forwarded a letter to the Ministry of Finance with regard 

to infringement of principle and rules governing free competition, created upon coming into 

effect of the Law on Amendments to the Excise Tax Law on January 1, 2011, amending the 

amounts of excise taxes on oil derivatives in a manner where excise taxes are increased in 

various amounts in respect of oil derivatives of various types. The excise tax for motor fuels not 

in compliance with requirements of the European standards, placed on the market only from the 

domestic production sources, is increased in the amount of 0.30 dinars per liter, while the excise 

tax for motor fuels in compliance with requirements of the European standards is increased in the 

amount of 4.80 dinars per liter. At the same time, excise tax on diesel fuels from the domestic 

production sources is increased for 4.53 dinars per liter, while the excise tax for Euro diesel fuel, 

which is under the imports-free regime, is increased for 6.53 dinars per liter. Such 

disproportional increase of excise taxes for “domestic” and “imported” fuels is assessed as a 

serious infringement of the principle of free competition, which could produce prohibited legal 

implications affecting all important segments of competition policy and its protection. The 

Commission pointed to unacceptable acting on the part of legislator in this matter from the 

perspective of implementation of the Law on Protection of Competition, and requested a review 

and amendment of this regulation. On June 14, 2011, the Assembly of the Republic of Serbia 

enacted the Law on Amendments to the Excise Tax Law (“Official Gazette of the RS”, no. 

43/11), harmonizing the excise taxes on all types of motor fuels on one hand, and on all types of 

diesel fuel on the other.       

   

 


